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Prof MG Chandrakanth completed PhD from the Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bengaluru, post doctoral research in institutional economics of natural resources focusing on groundwater
irrigation as a Ciriacy Wantrup fellow in the University of California, Berkeley. He published the book on Water
Resource Economics published by Springer in 2015. He also specializes in Production Economics, Policy studies,
valuation of externalities and role of sacred groves in natural resource conservation. He has published in journals of
repute : Natural Resources Journal, Water Policy Journal, I[ER, Current Science, Ecological Economics, I[JAE, EPW.

As Director of ISEC, Prof MG Chandrakanth brought in series of policy publications by ISEC for the benefit of the
policy makers of Karnataka and India; institutional innovations in introducing Public Policy and Governance
Program an executive education program for the policy makers, innovations in admission for PhD programme in
social sciences, faculty promotions under CAS, policy paper for development of Divyangs in the society, caused for
Dr VKRYV international hostel for students of policy to name a few. The quinquennial review team of the ICSSR
appreciated these contributions.

Contributions to Social Sciences
1. Leader of Team of Excellence in Natural Resource and Environmental Economics 2000-2005
DAAD visiting Professor, Humboldt University, Germany 2010, 2013
Erasmus Mundus visiting Professor, University of Gent, Belgium, 2008
Fellow of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economics, Mumbai 2013
Prof RC Agrawal awardee for outstanding contributions in Agricultural Economics 2014
Anamitra Saha Awardee for the best paper in Agricultural Economics 2015
Authored Springer Publication: “Water Resource Economics” 2015
Gold medalist in PhD, University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, 1981
Ciriacy-Wantrup Post Doctoral Fellow, Univ of California, Berkeley in Institutional Economics of Natural
Resources 1988-1990.
10. Vice President of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economics, 2002
11. Dr DK Desai awardee for the best paper in Agricultural Economics with Dr N Nagaraj
12. ICAR Junior and Senior Research Fellowship Holder in Agricultural Economics
13. Served as Chief Editor of Journal of Social and Economic Development (JSED) by Springer, Member of
Editorial Board of ITAE, AERA
14. Taught Advanced Micro Economics, Advanced Production Economics, Advanced Natural resource
economics, Mathematical Economics and basic courses to Ph.D, MSc and BSc students
15. Deputed 40 students of UAS Bangalore to EU for higher studies with fellowship
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Academic Administration and Experience
e Director, Institute for Social and Economic Change, ICSSR Institution, Bengaluru May 2016 to Jan 2020
e Dean, College of Agriculture, University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore from Feb 6 2009 to
July 2 2009
e  University Professor and Head of Agricultural Economics, UAS, Bangalore from Dec 2006 till date
e  Member, Academic Council, UAS Bengaluru
e Management Board, IMRD, University of Ghent, Belgium
Teaching Experience: Courses offered:
= PG: Econometrics, Mathematical Economics, Natural Resource Economics, Agricultural Production
Economics, Advanced Micro Economics
=  Projects handled
e Regional Crop Planning for Improving Resource Use Efficiency & Sustainability — from ICAR — NCAP :
Rs. 35 lakhs: 2013-onwards
= Team of Excellence in Natural Resource Economics, grant of Rs. 1.10 crores from World Bank — all
aspects of NRE and NRM : 2000-2005
=  Ford Foundation, New York: grant of $ 80,000 to research on “Dynamics of access to water resources - a
resource economics study of the watershed development program in Karnataka, 1999-2005
=  The Ford Foundation, New York provided $ 41,000 to research on “Equity issues in groundwater
development - an institutional analysis of failed irrigation wells in Karnataka” 1994 to 1998

Referee: IMPRESS projects, Ecological Economics; Water Policy; Current Science; Indian Journal of Agricultural
Economics, Agricultural Economics and Reserch Review,

Other Activities : Responsible for success of 35 students in securing graduate fellowships at Univ of Idaho, Cornell
University, Univ of Gent, Belgium, Agricultural University of Norway, South Australia University, Adelaide, in
Natural resource economics and management

Contributions to Policy: 1.Methodology of costing groundwater resource for irrigation — found that cost of
groundwater forms 15 to 30 percent of the cost of cultivation of irrigated crops which is not considered while fixing
minimum support prices

2. Recharging irrigation borewell on farm is economically feasible as the farmers can earn net return upto Rs. 2
lakhs per recharged borewell; The economic contribution of drip irrigation is Rs. 1950 per every acre inch of
groundwater

Book published from Springer, London

MG Chandrakanth, Water Resource Economics, Towards a Sustainable Use of Water for Irrigation in India,
Springer, London. ISBN 978-81-322-2478-5, DOI 10.1007/978-81-322-2479-2, 212 pp.
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